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HIS excellent Pſalm, ſeems 1 to-have been compoſed By* 4 


* * 4 : 5 
| , IF 


o 


PDavid, upon the occaſion of the unparalleled. 


8 | 2 þ - 

; k 8 «I ; 8 * 5 * 4 ; 3 # + „ 4. oe KHIR 
; F 5 4 my 

YI . 8 2 » 4 


tv x 


as. at various times, found from the word of Gon; partienss 
lagly. in, affliction. ---- There pat, his ſweet ex STOR: . ; 
2 PL uſeful £0, Poffete HF Hel greater Pains 1 n on 
the hebrew alphabet, each. nd every- 
werte begining, in the brvrer, 1 


compoſition, was un 


5 2 4 # *. 
— „ * a * ae. — 2 1 
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N 1 
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TY 


 - 


E -matter of this Plalm 18 peculiarly excellent, that it deſerve ves 


particular attention, and that it ought to be fixed i in the 


memory. David was one of thoſe who had known much 


4 affliction, even from his youth, but now, in an advanced ſtate, 9 
| ä | "when his judgment had been ripened by experience, he er 5 
| it, not as a haſty thought, but as a ſettled point with him, 

I 1 10 good for me that T have . affieted.” 1 


A Ver he Text contains UK ſentiment which will not meet the 
4 L 7 appicbarion of mankind 3 in general. 0 Good to be affli Hed! 
. . No, next to death it 1s the worſt of evils. vt And + we mould 4 | ; 
i |. thought juſt the ſame had it not been for vail reve- - 

Rt N. 2 ＋ he truth of this propolition therefore depends 
= Ereratether eee vir. 'T here is a a future aer 

F 7 ; Y i Weds, mba g Pröbidehcs which watches t Th 
EZ E | 5 al the afairs of "Mien," 00 can iv. Be out of evil. - — Ef 


0 K * 

f apoſeth the heirs of his Saints' to that which 18 food, and 
gives a ſanctified uſe of affliction. — 80 chat all the doctrines 
of divine revelation ſhine forth in this one pr opoſition, 7 
< Te is good for me that I have been Mickel. And thoſe 
| whoſe minds are not ſettled in the Hymn; and cordial, belief of 


the former, cannot ere ſubmit to the latter. 


This alſo ſuppoſes, as Meng granted, and not needing far-. | 


> the 


ther proof, Human depravity, and gracious redemption. —— 


WT Had there been no fin, there had been no affliction; and 


| of my text, and adopt the langtiage with propriety. 


197 Hig forme, Se.. 2 Was the preſent᷑, the only Kate 


of Exiſtence to be exp 


5 


rorth Giving for, then muſt khie moſt afflicted be the meſßt 


. 


. he appear nt partiality of preſent things. === ; 015537 ao 


F without redemption there could have been no benefit frog, 
affliction : 'So that the chriſtian only can be the proper ſubject 1 


bected; and proſperity the only thing ä 


niſerable, nor would there be any clue by which to explain» age 


+38 0: 'Þ 
How often do v we ſee the me the laborious Par ent, the 


„„ 


"ſie 


mY os Ht diſtradted PIR and ahelpleſ SPB left to og 

fiſt on a ſcanty pittance, or to ſolicit the cold hand of charity, 
and beg bitter bread through life. Who in ſuch circumſtances 
could ſay, It is good for me? But, admitting that the loſs 
of earthly lupports leads the widow and the fatherleſs to truſt 
m 'Gop, it is ealy t to. ſee che bee Wy may! derive 
from. afliftion, F | | 


Met n TR 8 Youth, noe al the and 
of fortune, education, and tallents, which might have made 
him ſhine in any ſphere in life, laid on a ſick bed, where 

bis beauty is conſun 
the raging fever; ---he is cut don as a flower; --- his ſun goes 

1 down before it is noon, and all the hopes of his fond x aren ts 
are biackel in the very bud:— yet. hear him fay, with his 

LL) dying breath; My bodily health and vivacity proved a 


ed by the pining conſumption, or ; 


675 I 
ſnare to my Soul, and betrayed r me into a thouſand follies..-- 
| My tallents and learning were occaſions of vanity to my 
naughty heart, and this vanity ' was abundantly heightened by 
the adulation of friends, and the hopes of fortune. A But 
thanks to ſpecial Grace which has brought me into this 
ſchool of aflietion, and ſhewn. me things as they really a are. 
Now I ſee where my beſt intereſt lies, the world, health, life - 
friends, all are nothing to me compared with what 1 now 
poſſeſs; My Gop, my SAVIOUR, 18 my everlaſting portion.” = 
CON good for me that I have been afflicted.” 8 And may 1 | 
Gop grant that ſurviving friends, who have felt the ſmart'of 
ſuch an awful Providence, may alſo have their afflictions 
ſanctified, and have abundant reaſon to ſpeak the ſame 
4 language! 1—.— - May you eſpecially my dear young F riends; 
learn wiſdom by the. ſufferings of a dear, and intimate : 
ande; let his Yaſt dying advice fink deep into your 


hearts, and you will then afford him additional reaſons ta 


bleſs Gov with you to all eternity for * Mein. — 


1 there 7s a « God that Judgeth i in the earth,” 5 


(3) ” 
Upon. theſe principles. only can we juſtify the wiſdom, 
goodneſs and juſtice of Gon, in a great part of the ſacred 
Hiſtory. - _ - See righteous Abel, the firſt martyr, fall a victim 
to the unjuſt rage, the unprovoked jealouſy, of a cruel 
murderous Brother. dee the holy, the patriotic, Jeremiah 
impriſoned in the noiſome dungeon, by the haughty king of 
| Iſrael. — See the great herald of the Redeemer, John Baptiſt, 
oy given up to death, and his head hes off, at the requeſt of a 
8 fooliſh dancing girl and her adulterous mother. Let verih 


The injuſtice the oppreſi on, the hard meaſure which the | 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles; 5 and all the ancient 
Worthies of ſacred ſtory met with, would militate againſt 
the moral government of Gov, if there was not ſome good | 


; 4 res of certainty of a recompenſe for them i in a future State, : 


0 ws crit there is a reward i the righteous.” 


pn 


pen the > confideration of a future ſtate of endleſs + happinel 


8 


£9) 


it neceſſarily follow 85 that whatſoever may Babe a tennettey to, 


qualify us for, and bring us to that glorious ſtate, muſt be the 


greateſt good. Under this idea the goodneſs of Gon, 


appears in the whole oeconomy of gracious redemption. - — 


The gift of Chriſt to make reconciliation by the ſacrifice of 5 


himſelf, was in order to Bring many ſons to ghry.” 


He came to feel and ſave that which 7048 ft 3 The gift 


of the Holy Ghoſt, the publiſhing of the Goſpel, a ſtated. | 


Miniſtry, together with all the means of Grace, are : fo many” 


| inſtances of the goodneſs of NG, ” In bringing many ſons 70 
glory.” —— Affittions muſt alſo be taken into the number, as. 


: employed 1 in, and ſanẽtified by, the hands of a gracious Gop, 


| 2 become the falutary chaſtenin; g of a moſt indulgent 


parent, who only mean 85 . to make us partakers of tits. 


holineſs. 3 With this view we muſt read the affecting 
hiſtories of Abraham, Jacob, Joſeph, Moſes, Job, and many | 


others, who in the dark and cloudy day were too apt to diſcover: | 


w frailty by ſaying, « Afl Theſe things are againf , ; 


+ 10 ) 
Ret ji in the ſequel they have been obliged to chan ge whois 


? language and ſay, * {t 75 good for me that 1 bave been offiied, © 


Under this view it is that Solomon ſays, © Sorrow 1s better 


than laughter: for by the ſaanes of the countenance the heart 1 
made better.” 


As affhetions are uſeful, for the purpoſes already mentioned, 
fo they appear to be abſolutely neceſis lry, both from the 
contrariety there is in us to our beſt intereſt, and likewiſe from [ 
the infatuating effect which the thi ugs of this world have 'Y 
upon our depraved minds. = ——— Wir we never to be crofled N 
in our wiſhes, w we ſhould never with for any thing but ſenſual 
E enjoyments. - —— Did we always find things agrerable to our. 
expectations! in this world, we ſhould never deſire even to think 

of another. * There IS ſuch a ſuitableneſs between our 
_appetites, and ear thly enjoyments, that we are too prone to 
eſteem them as our higheſt good, and wiſh them long to 


laſt, * From hence it 18 that the mind exerts itſelf with 


( I Þ 
I ſo much aſliduity to get, and to keep, whatever the world 
may offer, whilſt our beſt intereſt, and higheſt duty, lies, 
either e neglected, a or 18 performed with coldneſs and 5 


- indifferency. W or pleaſures, ingroſs our time uk | 


= tallents, and the grand apology for our neglect of religious | 


duties, nd mental improvement, is, e have not time. 
But let our wiſhes be croſt, our hopes diſappointed, our 
ſchemes: fruſtrated, our beſt, endeavour: s become abortive, and 
our idols torn from us, we then begin to awake, we ſee and, 
with regret, confeſs our error, and liſten to the dictates of 
truth and wiſdom. is in . * we all Dn «7 i 


We acknowledge, the vanity. of the world, and the 

uncer tainty of life; uy" ah! how Might 1 is the impreſſion, 15 

which theſe truths make on our minds; while youth and 
health is permitted to indul ge itſelf in the careſſes of earthly 40 


enj joyments. --==- But when calamity ſcatters our ſubſtance, $55 


when death diſmembers our families, or ſickneſs weakens our 


185 will feek me 185 


| ogainft the feſt, and theſe are contrary the one to the other, fo 


try) 
bodi y conſtitutions, 'tis then no longer theory, but awful 
matter of fact, and we feel the truth that, Man is 


altogether wanity.” ----— In general we ackn owledge the 


advantages of 1 eligion, yet with what reluctance do we move 
towards the practice of it; but when affliction ſpoils our 
creature comforts, we then renounce the ſtreams and fly to 
the fountain head.“ In their Ante, (fays Gop) " 


There is is a uniformity in the experience of all Lthe ſaints, who, | 
like the Shulamite, have ever complained of he company of tao: 
armies.” «The fleſb luſting againſt the ſpirit, and the Jpirtt, ; 


hat they, cannot do the things that they ould.” . —— And at 

| various times you will hear them complain, « My foul claveth 
to tbe duſt, gut oben thou me accordi ing to thy word.” 4 415 Afi Hions 
have anſwered the deſired end. hey Ine as it were 
Fo unpinioned the foul, ſet it at liberty, and then it has been: 


able to ſtretch its utmoſt deſires even to the throne of Go 
Aſidtions: anſwer the ſame purpoſe to the Saints, that ſtorms 
; and tempeſts do to us in the atmoſphere, they diſſipate the 
; thick | clouds which intercept the fun, and give us the 
| | enjoyment of brighter days. ======= Midctien, fan ified 
g affiietions, ſerve to fulfil the beſt defires of the mind, by 


1 $ 


| weakening the finfa al, the vicious armies that war againſt the 
4 ſoul, deſiding victory: in favour of the precious „the immortal 
| part, and many it into the unmoleſted poſſeſſion of 1 its beſt 
* portion. 80 that all the Saints have ever had abundant. 
: caſon 10 * << Tþ-£4 99d 88 me that I have been affitted. 


t But I _ . Rh tis nt to rtr e of ice. 

| abfradtedly conſidered, that this honor is to be attributed. — 
Should we reaſon only from ſecondary cauſes, we ſhould act 
the part of Atheiſts. Tis not in the power of external : 

E circumſtances to do us good or harm. There are ſome 


4 14 OY 
int, they fly i in the face of him that ſmiteth, ----- is grace, 
'ns ſovereign grace alone can ſanctify afflitions, and make 
them uſeful. ----="Tis he, the Gop of grace, the great firſt 
cauſe of all, Wl worketh all in all, whoſe word alone is able 
to make us bleſt or curſt. ----- Creatures are all nothing to us 
but what he makes them; and he maketh 4 of] things work 
15 regetber for good to them chat love bim... - That ſame grace 
5 which brought the SAVIOUR down from glory, made our Gop 
a man of grief : 'Tis that ſame grace, mingled in the pf of 
all our affliftions, that gives them their faving efficacy. — 
Tis grace that follows the fugitive ſinner through all his 
prodigal flights, and extravagencies; by hard extremity and 
pinching want, reſtores him to his _— and kde him back 
agaig to his father's houſe weeping. is grace that 
| meliorates the adamantine heart; that bows: the ſtubborn 
neck, whilſt under the correcting rod, and makes the conſcious ; 
penitent with true ſubmiſſion ſay, '4# will bear the WOO 
| _— Lozp, 80 I have Jones againſt þ bi n. — Tis wn 


4 


that ſupports the fainting ſpirits of the afflicted, and adminiſters. 
: the ſeaſonable cor dial, when they are ſinking 1 into deſpair, — 
5 « had tainted, (ſays David) unleſs I had n fo fie be 
goodneſs of the LORD in the land of the living.” <--== This'is 
; Z my comfort in my afficti on, for thy wad bath quickened me,” == 
In a word, it is Jes8ys CHRIST, who is both ce the anthor and. 

be- of our faith, who fitteth as 4 refiner, als a purifier of 
4 fibver : and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and purge them as 
; | gold and ſilver, that tbey may offer unto the LORD an Hering i in 
a righteoufneſs.” PTE Not unto us, O Lokp, nor unto us, but to ry bw 
MI name be all the praiſe. And when he ſhall have finiſhed 
his work, and brought forth the top ſtone, both men and 


l angels mall unite in Acribing. Grace, grace unto 11. 10. A115 


When highly fxvoured John b beheld the Church e Wy 
clothed 3 in robes of white, and bearing palms of | 


oof 
1 
* 5 


Cror y, In 4 
aſked & Who are theſe, and. whence came they? Twas e = 


ec * Theſe a are 2 which came out of. great 1 ir ihulation, and Have 


8 


: il I s 5 
waſhed, their * * made them white i in the Bd of tbe Lat MB, 
28  Sefare the throne US Gop, and ve 
2 0 night in tus temple, and be that fitreth on the throne * 4 
among rbem.—= They Hall lunger no more, "neither thirf any 
more, neither foal the ſun Jight on them 4 nor any heat. For 
© the Lavin nebich is zu the ni of the throne, Poall Feed them, 
. and fall lead them unto living fountains 1 waters: and Go: 
hall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
3 Theſe have all trod the ſame thorny road Ach we are mow: 
* . treading, and in-their pilgrimage had the fame thoughts, and 
| the ſame ſenſations which we now have. - Theſe compoſe: a 
great cloud of witneſſes,” in favour of the truths which are 
| the objects of our preſent faith and hope. — Theſe have all 


| therefore are 


b : known the falutary advantages of lanctified aff : ions, and RT” 


ie ſong tl © ing is, «Ty Lim that lined 1 and woſted us 


le, our « fins In bis o⁰ Blood, and hath made i 15 es, and pri 2 


4 wits Gop and his Father, 70 2 be glory and dominion, forever 


= and "ever, Amen.” —— - Another hath lately been Joined + to. 


1 7 4 
| their bliſsful | company, who ! 18 che bccaflon 2 my preſeng 


: diſcourſe. - -—- He" was perfectiy well known to the grea | oft 


: part of 1 my audience, he has added his teſtimony | to thoſe before 
WM mentioned, and out of kindneſs to us, before he took his leave, 
- choſe the words of my text to be the ſubject of his funeral 
4 ſermon. - 2 * pray Gop that his wiſhes for our beneßt 
: | may be anſwered.” e 
A I will now beg leave to relate a 1 matters of ſ act reſpecting 
; his « experience, which I think you will acknowledge t to be the 


of beſt comment on my text. 
5 oy : 
£ jp 


iti 18 juſt e one month, laſt friday, fince Mr. A. G. Gabin 
W was, by his own particular defire, united to this church, at 
which time he gave us his experience from his infancy. _ 
ne blefled Gop for the cire of his Parents; in endeavouring. 
| to inſtil religious principles into his mind, with the firſt” 
| rudiments of his education. = Th his childhood he Was as. 
'1 other children ate, yet he had Ray ferious TT on b iis. 


. 0 nj 
mind, in the midſt of his boyiſh follies; but the. firſt laſting b 


impreſſion, Was ſoon . after he entered Dr. a Abbixc rox, 8 


F cademy in London; ; where, obſerving the cuſtom of the 
young Gen 4 
Was led to reflect upon himfelf thus; I cannot pray thus; -== 
5 bare not the ſpirit of prayer; --- —1 ze ver projeds in my life; — | 


In bat a wretch am I 10 Ii ve Wi thout prayer eee mas 27 


We th men, in the conſtant uſe of private prayer, he 


nercies as I enjoy from the bands ef a bountiful Goo, ; yet n never 
Peid. uin the tribute due. —— Loxn teach me to Pray. - 
This was the firſt effe@tual work upon his foul, and it might 
be faid of him as it was of Saul, cc Bebald be prayeth. *—.— 
During his continuance in that Academy, which. was about 
two years and a half, he 1mproved very! much in piety, as well as 
in his other ſtudies, and ſuch was his proficiency, that the Dr. a 
laid, to one of his friends; he had more Pleaſure in Mr. 6.— 
than in all the other young Gentlemen who were under his 


care. And towards the latter part * his time, tho” but 


* 


I juſt then turned of ee years of age, he > WAS, with the Dr s 


F tw) 

5 conſent, privkiled: on to preach in public, in ©1 
Y places, to tho girat aſtoniſhment of all who heard bit nc 
| we hope, profit too. He ſaid he could: never afficieritly 
Y admire the providence which ted him to Dr. AH 
bleſſed Gop that ever he had the happineſs of being put And 
; | the care of ſo able and ſo pions an instructor, 'and ſaid he 
. ſhould have reaſon to be thankful to all an tor whats 
4 Had gained i in chat Academy. * ö 


— ' x: 1 8 
. 4 EBC TTY KS . 
4 


: 8 upon the occaſion of his! join the Chute, he ee — 
A hinaſelf in a moſt aff | ting manner, relpecking the Feeling | 

1 ſenſe he had of his own vaſt unworthineſs, and 0 : his | 
| humiliating ſentiments of kimſelf, as a rained, depraved, | 
= guilty finner: : Yet of the dependence | he had on the mercy « of 
os thoough Gunn. . He ai he had reaſon to believ 
that Gop had Doan. a good: work of grace upon h his ſou and 


e 1280 "No 18329 


Among other „ Dr. Als Academical oecohomy, this ne 
aire, 21 imitated, that the ſlricteſt attention is paid, not only to the young 
Gentlemen s morals, but alſo to their progreſs in experimental knowledge of 
W grace and piety in their owa minds. The only thing which tan make a man 
= 2 chriſdian; and the — eſſential qualification for a — miniſtere 


1 
1 
. 


— 
7 } : 
4 * * 


go hope through grace of finat ſalvation; he 

every idea of merit in himſelf, and made his boaſt 
f J=$us-CnRIsT and his righteouſneſs.——1 
was to live for the glory of Gop, and to ſpend and 
be ſpent, an. the ſervice of Jrsus CHRIST. ==--- He had known 
many temptations, and he ſaw. many yet before 
that :. be be had begun the: good 2pork, ou per 


i the day of Jesus CnhRIs T.. „ t Hi hoot Lad 


A fas wv S 4+ * 


33 7 


% 


4 


We were all greatly pleaſed. with che account which he gave 
of. himſelf, VERY ſanguine in our hopes of ſo promiſing 
a begining, and. could. not but pray that Gop might make him 
= honored. inſtrument. of much good. 29:26 1 80 4221110 cre 


* 
” ci t * 


* AIDED 7 


All his deportment during g the? too Thort t time he f pent with 


* 


us in Falmouth, con nced every body, I believe, that there is 


4 Teal” ſweetneſs and excellencyup in the religion of Jesvs 
Cunts. 1 was honored with much, yet abundantly too 


* 


3 


little, of his company, and in all. his converſation. L found a: 
ROS PEE TESTS 185 F k 1033 Nl! IE 6 3 Sanz 08 . Fans 5 mins 


bn hy * 
pat 
4 %. 


* 
1 
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” 4 & 
, . — © 


'F 2 y 


me and invariable eonfibetithy he was the ade perſon on 
5 all occaſions, and compleated the uniform 85 character : wi 
IJ chriion—— His heart was ſuſceptible of the tendereſt feelings, 
; he was of a ſoelal and communicative turn of mind, and Would 


expreſs his ſentiments freely, without reſerve, yet without 


FT partiality, or bigottry to any party.----I found in him indeed, 


5 — 
, * 2 
4 "IA BA * 
FR 4 ps i 4 
. 2 
4 


"EN agreeable cottpariiol and the chriſtian fri iend. 8 


＋ N 
, ah. © "ak ; 2 : 1 + 4 | 7 z 
wy 311 AI 3 * #33 iti 3 ii * 8 i # 1 110 U ; 4 4 Tz 10 i : 


"His debeo while 1 in .his father' s houſe Wy ge never ba 


1 1s 5 + BOHN 4. Zh i 6411 3 144440 


1 


7: forgotten. N Ulis ſweetneſs of temper, his engaging 


#39 FOES EL, 4 4347 


"lf manners, his pious diſcourles, to his parents and ſiſters; his. 


„ Sl 12 1 oh 


1 wholeſome counſel, and warm exhortations, but above all bis 


14 #3 & % 
* +.» 


f prayers, in and for the family, were with fuch lan nguage, and 
| ; with f ach fervour of ſoul, that they appeared to have been the 
immediate work of the ſpirit of Gop, enough to have melted 


Hin 


a heart of ſtone, and 1 will we hope, be gracjouſly anfrer ed. 2 


Ai 84 L; Ain 64; 4 


ood he parents ab. ſuch a. child may ink. — Mt 
and nn the more . than * We I 


—— 


— 


. — — EA rare > 
I LS £ 


3 SE of remark. ---=- On Dees the 17th of Auguſt, he was 


1 ö 26d with Wide in his head and mach, which proved 


* * 
* 
* 


| to be a Fever of the putrid kind. —— 1 5 ſaid he had an 


: impreſſion on his mind that his time would be ory. ſhort Fr 

| 1; thi ng s well,” aid his —.— was: rather ; 

3 all te at the Fire of esd. — ee Medical 

3 advice was pri ocured, but towards | night he grew ares . 
* morning was 1. works, ſeemed at ti 2 ö (alk ry 


s mind, and Tee 


Tf 
SW 
5 
5 


in the unchangeable love of 
morning Dr, W--- was 


able in his attention to 


" 
1 ) 

| day and night, and every poſſible aliftance was. rendered to 

preſerve his valuable life, but the Logp had determined 
g otherwiſe. —— This day 1 had an opportunity of viſitin 8 


3 


ki order was | 


: him. - He told me he was perſuaded that flis 


w- 


| | by the immediate hand of Gon, for no part of his conduct, 
[ that he was conſcious of, had given any occaſion to iv; 


| 3 He ſpoke much of the! importance of time. ee faid, Is I bope 


3 Y Gop 4) preparing you for greater uſe fulneſ by this affliction,” 
4 He ſaid, Go grant it ; the Lonp's a be done. — 
i 1 perceived tis fever was very high, therefore deſired bim to 5 
* be as compoſed as poſlibe, and after n took my! leave. 
ee eee ee. 
| O glorious hour, O beſt abode, 
> ſhell be near and like my God.” 

| Friday he expreſſed great happineſs i in the thought of going 
ſoon to glory. ROY have no cloud within all is faſt 3 cg | 
myſelf on Ixsus, the Rock of Ages. = A feu days fince T was | 
2 in the aul 7 WO": to my fol Nadents, in in 


: ( a4 * 
*. but ob, T am going to join the beaventy boſs above, and F 
Too the proifs 5 the Lamb forever, 


* 


gente; he ſeemed ſweetly com npoſed i in his lad fad, 


x 6 Go 8 will be done, to live or die, all is well, ===== When I enter 
beaven' s deors, it ſhall be as the. chief of * I have ſuch. 

a view of the preci, ous promiſes of the Salbei that I hardly inan 
5 which to lay bold of firſt.” . | 


Sunday he talked much of the finfulneſs oft ſmugling. 

To | his Siſter he ſaid, < fee vain company, and ſeek an interefs 

: in Jxsus Cuxkrsr, from this moment, never reſt till you have 

an expert mental fenſe of the love of Curr to your ſoul. Never 
230 to bed at night, nor riſe i in " morning, without pouring out 
A your heart to Gov. in ſecret. Read your bible daily, promiſe 
© me you will do it. Theſe will be the means of leading Wor 
 Gop; by theſe means I was led. I. ſhall bave 4 funeral ſermon 
preached, and I beg you will attend, - —— . My char; Siſter, regard 

the words 7 a 9ing. Bratber, for, ſhould_.you d. Hfregard them. f 


XP 


Y you ve t to the age of fixty years, when you come on a death bed,” 


2 wwill be like thunder in your ears.” 


; repeated theſe words. 1 
f LORD Jam thine, but thou wilt proves 
e My faith, my patience and my love.” 
; ö He expreſſed] his ſorrow that he had not preached more, ſaying 8 
| : * Now my work 1s over, I fear T have been a lukewarm profe firs : 
* and have not that humblin ng ſenſe of it ich I ought fo babe. £2 
I | My ri gbteouſneſ i 7s as fill We rage, but my wweddi ng garment i 15 the. 
A righteouſneſs of Cy HRIST. I truſt I am not decei ved. — 
#} Jam loved with an everlaſting love. 
x hath lb d, be bath hoid „ 

2M cannot tel why.” 
|; T ſpall be ſaved i in the LorD, with an bern ng aui — 
7 Jhall not be aſhamed ner confounded world without end. 


— 


Very early on Monday morning, he faid, a Meſſenger was 


come, with the names of. thoſe who were to go on Tueſday; , 


15 and that his name was among them.. *©T he meſenger, (ſaid 
he) 7s in my Alb. —— GW] ¶an Ar is called, and Tam among the 
| number of thoſe who are 1 fo go to-morrow. - — = Te-merrow, 
x tbe great, the awful change will take place, but great frength 
a will be given. ---== I . Joon know whether it will be Cnklsr 1 

to. live, or gain to die. Great Captain, SAvIouR, prepare | : | 
me for the field, then all will be ell. He repeated ſeveral | : 


. dying. tour. r my bope,” my foundation, my all. 1 5 
He aid to Miſs R--- * Give my love to your Sifter, 1 ſhall fee 


n 


verſes of that Hymn, 9 cone thou . LE every bring, 
and frequently this verſe, 
* Ob to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I'm conflrain'd zo be; 
Let that grace Lox, like a fetter, Ty, 
Bind my wandering. heart to thee.” 
He ſpoke to many preſent of the neceſſity of an intereſt in 
Cnxklisr, ſaying, * Nothing but an experimental knowledge „ 
CR T in the heart, the hope of glory, will give courage in a 


e 1 
ber no more in this life, but we ſpall meet around the throne and 
a the Lamb forever. — 3 ſee this he yen 16 in leave, how 
} | precious + is Irsus, in ſuch a ; ſeaſer as this. He can and will 0 
1 | deliver. ==== Let my funeral ſermon be from theſe ave —— : 
| f cc I is good for me that 1 have been affifted.” === His fever ran' 

; | very high, and he was at times delirious, the three laſt days 
| - of his illneſs, yet all the while, not a wrong ſentiment, not a 
* fretful word, not an improper, or unbecoming expreſſion, was 
Z | ever heard to drop from his lips; but continually either 
0 breathing his Soul to Gop in prayer, or giving r for 
8 his mercies, or exhortin g thoſe who were about him. He „ 
ö was thankful to every body, who rendered him the ll trivial 

: b ſervices, particularly for his medical afſiftance, but repeatedly ; 

f ſaid, Ve 1 not truſt to means, "tis Gop only can give te 
7 n ug. When ever the uſual queſtions were aſked him ky 
reſpecting his health, his conſtant anſwer was, « Through 
s mercy, much better than I d ſerue.” n a paroxiſm of the: | 
= 


* 


delirium, he aſked Dr. W. if he knew what chriſtia 


| meant, and, without waiting fir an anſwer F immediately replied, 


1 11 tell you what it is to be a Chriſtian. -==== To have a ſteady . 
| 6 on the great firſt Cauſe, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, : 
a firm belief, and lively faith in our SAVIOUR n nun. 
b died for our fins, and roſe again for our juſtification : —ꝓ 
Jo love cur nei igbbours as ourſelves, and to do unto them, as abe 1 

would they ſhould ds unto us. Here he pauſed, while all L 
preſent were ſtr ack. with awful aſton iſhment, as if an » ; 
Angel had ſpoken. 9 


} 


Early on Tueſday morning he defired to ſee "i mother, 
The Doctor told him ſhe was too weak to attend him at { Wl 
early an hour. —— He anſwered, -" Take care of ber Doctor, 


8 ber life is of much more e than mine. My 11 Fan : 
| be but little felt, ber s a great deal. — But T have now a live 

| - hope of a glorious meeting; for yeſter day > meſſenger told me that : 
TW this day, I foould be with his von av my 2 pts Go 3 
0 0 Gop. j 


K „ 


About ſix hours before he died, at his requeſt, hewas removed | 


N into another bed, which ſeemed to give him eaſe; Dr. W.— 
1 adminiſtered a cordial draught, and propoſed reading the 4oth 2 
4 Pſalm, in hopes to 'compoſe, and fix his wandering ideas. 
His ſiſter read, during which time he lay entirely quiet, and 
1 immediately after ſaid, 7 thi nk awe ſhould join in prayer, 
F his Siſter ſaid, ** ſhall I go for a book,” he ſaid © No, 1 ll pr ay,” 
| <q ed inſtantly began, and prayed for the ſpace of ten minutes, 
# | extempore, without the leaſt heſitation, or a fingle incoherent 
: | ; word, with great en of York and pr . em Phaſs; „ 


praiſing Gop for 


8 
i 
1 
4 


1 kriends, mentioned his «diſeaſe, the means ankd for his recovery, 


and every other circumſtance ſo minutely, that had a ſtran ger 
been within hearing, and not known of his ſickneſs, he muſt 9 f 
have ſuppoſed him perfectly well both 1 in body and min — 

He afterwards ſaid, < read me Mr. Newton' 5 Enn on 
n Ji re, and at the end of every verſe repeated aloug, 

. . Lonp will n 5 


1 : ; : 
0 N x ; ; 
= 74 * | . 
. 5 . 8 : . x : | 5 : 
4 | 
* A 4 5 ? | 


* 1 0 am be the laft paves but T ſhalt be made 4 
. I came into the room, for the laſt time, Juſt! as 
this conflict was nearly ended; he was not able to ſpeak, but 

| fermedalll confuſion. -I ſtood for a while and looked with 
painful and ſilent aſtoni ſhment, on his poor afflicted body, 
3 ctarce knowing what to ſay. We at laſt agreed to commiend 
tis ſoul to Gop in prayer, he joined with us, and at the end 
of every petition ſaid aloud © Amen.” _ Soon as 1 roſe from 
my knees he gave me his hand (which was as cold as death) 
and faig, « Now it is over. -I faid © The LoRD is with yon, 
* will be with you.” Ie ſaid, © Gon grant this may be > 
uſeful le hen to us all, —— Theſe were his laſt words, he was 

5 now able to ſpeak no more; but his heaven born Soul, fill 


8 99 


trumphing over the mortal body, (as it had en ntly done | 


» 


"through all the delirium) he lift (tho with difficulty) hi 


Fonging eyes to heaven, were ajl his hopes where manifeſtly : 
hid, and with peculiar intenſneſs, continued looking ſteadfaſtly. 


„ 
C 37 

aw as tho " impatient for the coming of his charior, nor 

did he ever attic them, till the animal frame waz quite 


exhauſted, and the immortal Spirit took flight to the arms of 
5 12 where he had long wiſhed to be; and thus he breathed 
| his laſt, without one ſtruggle, on the 24th of Auguſt, 
| | wanting < one month of nineteen years of 9 755 — 


— ee wt laſt end be like his! - A_——— 
lt remains ks for us to conſider, how we may bait. 
| improve this awful providence. — And firſt, I would add refs. f 
myſelf to his parents and neareſt relations. Vou, my dear ; 
friends, * cannot forrow as thoſe 20i7hout lobe. Eg There is 
not one painful thought you can poſſibly feel, upon the loſs -_ 
Jof ſo amiable a branch of your family, but what is abundantly { 7 4 | 
— by the con fideration of what the Lord had : 
| done for him, and by all the circumſtances Which attended 
| both his life and death. ----= When I conſider the ſhare that 
he was * to have had in popula applauſe, and in the 


Xx” 


{ * 
careſſes of too fond fr tends, both which are dangerous to the 
human heart, and frequently pre) judicial to the pureſt piety, 
1 muſt think that Gop has taken him, in a good time, 
« * from the evil to come. x ſincerely ſympathize with you, 
in all your feelings, and moſt heartily regret | his loſs, to myſelf 
and to the Church, for I loved him as my own foul; -but 
, theſe feelings, my dear friends have too much of nature in 
| them. et us reflect upon the exchange fle has made, and 
view him where he is now gone. - You have a Son in the 
manſions of glory, who i is 2 the happieſt branch of 
5 the family. He now poſſeſs} honors which you could never 
- have confered, and this I would wiſh you to look upon, as $4n 
honor done to yourſelves. - ----- 1 conſider your Son as a kind 
- of firſt fruits, and pray that the <6 * lump may be alſo boly.” — 
You have indeed abundantly more cauſe for joy than ſorrow, 
: but, let us rejoice with trembling, - —— The pi ovidence, to us, 


is awful, and has a voice in it to 4055 ſurvivor, —.—* Set thy 


(3) 


14 The beſt improvement we can poſlibly int of it bt to be 
N « followers of bim, as be . was of. CuRIsT,” « ar vi thy 


And here, Lcondly, 4 would admire 10 15 grace which | 
. ſhone in ; this favoured youth. —— 4 he Privileges of the 

: | goſpel a are : thought, by many, to be in attain able, and the 
5 | precepts impraRticable. - — To mention ſcripture example. to 
- ſuch perſons, avails but nete, becauſe theſe are thought to 1 


5 be extraordinary, and mi iraculous. — But, behold, (among 


” thouſands, yea Y great chud of (modern) witneſſes) one 3 


1 | from among yourſelyes, a youth | not nineteen years of 
: F age with every temptation, to the contrary, ſteps forth, and 1 
| 1 you, that he is a living witneſs of pardoned 112, peace 
1 | with Gop, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and blooming hopes of 
1 glory; "and he leaves your no room to doubt the truth of wha 
he fays, for in Vin the precepts of the Goſpel, were all 
tranſcribed to to ral life. - —— - That he had former ly been capable. 
of celiſhing youthful pleaſures You. who. were his moſt; 


41 8 * 4 25 — 


| FRE how worthy an example for the beſt of Chriſtians, == == 1 hear 


( 34 * 


* 
intimate companions, are nelle —— He admired, n you, 


the gay and pleaſing ſcenes of life for ſixteen years; ; but ſee, ; 
he turns his back upon them all; he tells you he has found : | 
| . more noble and ſubſtantial j joys, and! invites you to be partakers 

- with him. Vou expected, perhaps, to have ſeen all the 
modern taſte of a gay and faſhionable citizen , come with him 
from the metropolis; but, ſee what Go can do, your friend, | 
your compani ion, your ſchool fellow, i is become a Miniſter of 
7 Jesvs CnrrsT; and he lets vou an example which it will do 
you honor to imĩtate. - With what holy contempt. he if 
diſdained the paths of + vice. —— - With what becoming 
indifference did he tu rn from the circles of the gay and 
| trifling. —— With what inflexible; integrity did he reſiſt every 


| invitation which he thou ght would not lead to Gop. _ Oh 


eme one fay, « how i 15 Mr. G--- oiled, _ No, my friends, 


je is made forever, EP has acquired honors which it would 


| Sh be your | higheſt wiſdom to emulate, -- — 9 was not diſgutt . 


FA 7 * 3 * y 
+ 8 < 
* * 


Sz 


Oh ye. ſong and daughters of pleaſure z It was not want of 


affection that deprived you of his company: No, he reſ (pected 


you more ſincerely now than ever, but he could no longer 5 


reliſh; your enjoyments; f 165 He had (formerly) graſped the . 
5 Phantom, and bad / found it air; but now grace had taught him 
; better things. — Hi iS aſpirin 8. foul had higher views, and 


better motives, than oughtin this world can poſſibly inſpire. —— 


5 Would to Gop that you might ſee, admire, and imitate, the 
1 | change which he has diſcovered. — As it ſo happened that 
6 his time was ſo very ſhort, it was very well, (you lay) that he 
: 4 was ſo religiouſly diſpoſtd.-- —— True, and! it 1$ not impoſſible 3 


but yours may be as ſudden as his; will; it not then be your 


wiſdom to be provided againſt the worſt? —— But will any : 


one ſuppoſe. that religion 1 is neceſſary only for perſons} in dying 2 f 


circumſtances, then let ſuch perſons know that it is neceſſary 


PX 2.23 


for themſelves, for they are in dying circumſtances this very” 4 I 


moment. — But we have ſeen 1 in the Character before us, 


hat religion 18 uſeful | in life alſo, it poliſhes our manners, al 


refines our taſte, rectiftes our judgment, and adds additional 
luſtre to whatever excellencies we may otherwiſe poſſeſs. - —.—ͥ 
Rel gion corrects our errors, purges our vices, heightens our 
Joys, Frectens our ſorrows, lightens « our cares; ; ſmooths the f ? 
rugged path of life, gives victory over death and the grave, 
and opens a ee perſpective of a certain and left ed 
immortality. - ——c But the Apoſtle has expreſſed it in better 0 
language; . Godli nefs 1 is Profitable for all things, Kevin * 
5 promiſe of the 1 ife chat now is, and of that which i rs 70 come. — : 
15 * Andi is there, (fays the Poet) who the ble . Creſt wipes off 1 
48 a foul blot from his di ſhonored brow! ? Tf Angels weep it is at F 
| ſuch a fight. | Shot We have ſeen by what 1 means this great 
change in our deceaſed friend was effected. LF was not an 
enthuſiaſtic flight, it was not a fit of melancholy; but it was i 
5 rational convidtion, produced by the efficiency of the Divine F 
Bp pirit, through reading the word of Gov, and prayer. — suffer 
5 me, my dear friends, to recommend this part of his example 


to you ; 2 Rerire and read Hour Bibles.” - _ -- The time will come | 


when you will wiſh you had done it. I could give you a 
g long liſt of perſons, who have been called away in the Pn | 
7 of their youth, without the leaſt apparent Preparation ; 45 
l parti icularly one young Lady who died of a Quinſey, when 
; ſhe was told by her Father and Brother, (who were both 
3 Surgeons and Ap othecaries) that nothing more could be done 
F i for her; ſhe ſereamed out in the moſt horrid manner, ſaying 
{| ” to a good woman who attended her, O Mrs. C--- what would 

N F | I not now give to be in your ſtate, I would even part with all 
bs | I poſleſs in the world, could I but have a good hope of heaven, 

but now all is over; 1 have li ſtened to the advice of pretended 
5 ; friends, and gay companions, and ſtifled the convictions of my 7 
g own mind, and now it is forever too late: In this ſtate ſhe 

5 | lived about ſix hours after, and then expired. — Had our 5 
ö dear deceaſed Brother, had no knowled ge of reli gion, death 
might have taken him quite as ſoon, but not ſo fafe.---- Death 


| found bim not unprepared, but this would not have been bis ; 


caſe, had he followed your path, O; ye gay a and fin youth, 


=_— 0 36 ) 
1 Thirdly, 1 would adore the fl providence, which 
removed him from us. - After two years and a half 8 

abſence, he naturally wiſhed to reviſit his native ſpot, thought 
| he would ſpend about fix weeks, | the time of his vacation, 


— EP IIr ens cw 
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amengſt his friends in F almouth; he accordingly made his 


RIS 


appearance, all were happy to ſee him, he preached twice 

in this Pulpit; * (to convince us all, that he was. deſtitute of 

no one qualification neceſſary to compleat the ſacred, the 7 | 
important, character of a Miniſter of the Goſpel: en 

| 5 He was in your houſes, and at your tables, juſt a ſufficient Fo 
time to ſhew you what Go had done for him, and then # 
diſappeared. —— This I look upon to be an auf ul providence, 1 | 
not only to his own family, but to this Church, and the whole | | N 
town, particularly to the younger part of chis congregation, g 


55 who * his intimate acquaintance, =--»- I look upon. ham 2 


. His firſt Son was Hh Pfalm 84. v. 11. A very beet, experimental, 
profitable diſcourſe.— His ſecond from Pſalm 38. V. 8. This was conſidered, at 
the time, as a modeſt apology for his youth. But ſince his deceaſe it has had 


the appearance rather of a prediction. — We were all n 5 anc : 
hope profited by both his m : 


e „ Ho 

have been an eminent witneſs for Gop. Ile bore noble 
. teſtimony, both living, and dying, to the truths of the goſpel 

; | which you and I profeſs to believe. —— How are our doubts ; 
and ſcruples, reſpecting the goſpel, made to bluſh, and ur 
faith irreſiſtibly eſtabliſhed, by the bright example of this . 
W burning and ſtining gli. We had juſt ſufficient of his 


* company, to convince us of the reality, and excellency of 
by religion. He was without diſguiſe; ; whatever n in 
0 | him was genuine, - — andi in him we ſaw the real Chriſtian— 
ö | But Oh! amazin 8 providence, we had har dly time to ay 
F reel, before we ſaw him aſcend Elijah” 8 "fiery chariot, and 
I mount the empyrean heavens, in all our view. — Methin 
f I hear him fay, as he aſcends, Why fland ye aftoniſhed: 1 
| gazing upward! ? 2 ſaty e in me but what you read of in 
your Bibles. Believe and you frall fellow: me. N- 480 ve. 
among us ſhall be ſo happy as to catch his mantle, and 2 


à double portion of his ſpirit! But why was his ſtay ſo 
ſhort among us? Divine Providence was minded to glve un 


by 
* 
* 


- 


| 4 40'9 
another call by his removal. ---- Oh that we may at laſt be 
ſound ready! It muſt have been a very deſirable thing 
Es ah his Parents, and to A all, that after ten years ſpent in 
; acquiring information, ave might have reaped : ſome benefit by 
more of his public diſcourſes. ---- But Sermons\ were become too 
common things with us, and loſt their effect; nay ſometimes 


treated with contempt. ----- He died pr reaching, to- - give 


with his dying groans. ----- O ye triflers, will ye ſmile now, 
and ſay your "FEY is not in earneſt, —— f this 
| : Providence _ alſo looſes its effect, I; ſhall Sas deſpair of 
„ Vour convition even by < one riſen From the, dead. 
= It muſt, no doubt, have been a kind of negative fatisfaCtion 


td his Parents, that if the time of his departure was come, | 


AN might ſee him breathe his laſt; and that his mortal 4 
remains might mingle with other brayches of the family. 
But 1 conſider this as a particular kindneſs done to Falmouth, 


that Gop ſhould bring lum down to make his exit here. 


emphaſis to what he a —— His Sermons. were accented 4 


( * 5 
Falmouth, particularly ſtood in need of ſuch a witneſs. — 
Thus divine Providence does us kindneſſes againſt our wills. | 
«0 the depth1. Ho unſearchable are bis judgments," and bis 
ways paſt finding ou! May we hear the voice, kiſs the 


rod, and bow with devotions ; ſubmiſſion to the liand tha 


ſmiteth. FORT © May we learn wiſdom by the things which we have 
fuffered.. e Let us tremble, | my; hrs at that ſovereign 


powor which we can neither flee nor reſiſtʒ; and acknowledge 28 


that He is e in all bis ways and holy i in all bis works.” _ 

Should any yet remain inſenſible after all that has been 5 
done, I would again remind them of the dying words of our 
dear Friend to his Siſter. ---- His admonitions, his prayers, 


his tears, his dying groans will, ſometime or other, hereafter, 0 


be like thunder | in your ene 5 e 


Suffer me then to cloſe my obſervations by recommending bis 


example. ——— You have, my does friends, ſeen and heard, in this 


pleaſing character, the ſuperlative advantages of early piety. mmm. 


( 42 ) 
9 Bom did. it make all other acquirements ſhine in this 0 


youth, whoſe loſs we now lament. —- How did it endear him 
to all perſons of the beſt taſte and abilities, wherever he 
| went. — While the trifling, the empty, converſation. of too | 


many weir: upon the appetite, bis, not only made him 
welcome wherever he came, but ſecured the eſteem, and 
attracted the emulation, | of men of the firſt character who 
1e Him; and even ſtruck the tongue of flander dumb. * 


1 But let us again view him in his dying | * (and 

remember, that we muſt alſo die,) O what advantages did he 

i reap from early piety in that trying ſeaſon! oh nineteen, | 

5 when moſt have hardly began to live, he finiſhed his work and 

06 entered into reſt.” ---- Many are called as ſoon, but not Þ. 
fit. Death i 15 NO reſpector of perſons. ---- In youth, in age, ; 


„ 


imm erſed 3 in wordly. cares, or ſolacing ourſelves in youthful | 


= BY we are equally liable to the arreſts of death; but 
think, my dear young friend s, O think, how unwelcome will 


91 


E 


the famn mons bs? to you, if it comes before you have ever * 


ſeriouſly admitted a thought concerning it. — But, © ble 72 f 
are the dead that die in the Loup, ” becauſe they have divine | 
ſupport 1 in their paffage. as well as divine reſt in the end. 
O could 1 paint in lively colours, the Sinner and the Saint, in 
their laſt moments. —— T he former | 18 deſerted by all ot 
which he had fixed his hopes, and left to grapple alone, and 


ſingle handed, with the grand enemy, under the painful 


as + 


ſenſations of a gnawing conſcience, and an angry Gor. . 


Or elſe he is led like the Ox to the laughter, nor Lis Bib + 7 
danger till he lifts his eyes in torments. ---- While the other; ; 7 
having made the Loxb His portion in the time of life fe and 
health, finds he is not deſerted in his laſt moments. e 
has no facrifice to make, they are already offered. ---- He has 


nothing on earth to looſe, for there is-nothing he coveted. - 
He has nothing hereafter to fear, being all by divine promiſe + 
and oath ſecured. Well may he quit the ſtage with « 


 Imiles! © While all around him are in tears, he with divine | 


« 44 
6 compoſure ſays farewell, till we meet again on yander 


) ö 


happy ſhore, - —_— Such was the death of « our dear friend. ps 
| But what does be now enjoy, while before the throne, with 
Angels and Archangels, and all the company of heaven, he 
Awells the triumphs of redeeming love.. Do we, lament his 
i loſs? ? Alas If he was capable of tears, 5 would more juſtly 
SH weep rivers over our poor infettered ſouls beneath. —— 
Would he change, do you think, with us ? nn He bleſſes Gop 
- that he! 18 delivered from what you and Itoo much admire. 11 
May we be thankful for ſuch a ſtimulus, labour to. emulate 
his triumphs, and ſhare his 3078 .—.— Was his company 
Fveet on earth, twill be a thouſand times more ſo when we 
; meet again, ----- Our friendſhip there ſhall know. NO period, 
. interruption. - ----- May Gon bring us all to this bliſsful 
ſtate, and to his name be all the i Amen, And. Amen. 


N „ 


* 1 * 1 K 


2 — —ũ—— emma * 


Mr. A. G. Gwanvan had for ſeveral years, even to the day 
1 he was taken ill of his laſt ficknefs, kept a Diary in 


ſhort hand, which it is hoped i in ſome, future day may 1 


publiſhed. --- -----"The characters of men, are bettar known. by 


the ſmaller incidents of private life, than by their public 
Actions. —.— The following extracts of Letters, will ſerve to 


7]. * 


confirm what has been before ſaid, of the genuine, and 


eminent piety of their Author, and on that account. twill 1 


| hope be acceptable and uſeful. 


20 bis Father. 


MONO BED „ 


1 OUR kindneſs and ndllgate! again call . my Melk ſincere 
acknowledgments, - — You ſeem reſolved to overcome my former ingratitude and 
undutifulneſs, by your repeated favours, — S0 many acts of ſuch peculiar | 
goodneſs, to the moſt. undeſerving, muſt move even a heart of ſtone, — Again 


then Sir, permit me to devote my poor endeavours to your's and my Mother's 


ſatisfaction and happineſs. — And may the Gov of all goodneſs grant that I may 
Hve to be as great a comfort to you and her, as I have hitherto been a trouble. 


"© 46 Y 


no aſtoniſhed n fbrry, to hear of the truly melancholy, and 
. deplorable ion, of the late Mr. W— and his wife, and I cannot but think 

that it would be happy indeed for them, if that which they have already 
undergone were to be the greateſt of their miſery, — L was no lefs aſtoniſhed to 
hear of the death, of the good and warthy Mr. N, who was remarkable both 
for health of body, and temperance of life. What an important leſſon for all 
to prepare for eternity. I cannot look back upon the little portiorr of life, I 
have already enjoyed, but I aſk; What have I been doing? you Sir well know 
che anſwer I muſt give. — Waſting my time in folly, and daily adding to the 
number of my fins. — How many reſolutions have I made, to conform myſelf to 
the character of a Chriſtian, and be prepared for, death. — But alaſs! what are 

the reſolutions of a feeble mortal, I now ſee, (and wonder I did not before) 
u is not in me either to will, or to do, but that if Lam a Chriſtian, it will, 
it muſt 2 by a divine and 1 9 — Power. 5 | 


May. 20th, 1788, | 


To his Father. \ | 


1 Six, 


V Er 1TH you 1 | ks vo that my eyes are in "a meaſure opened, 


F 3 : yet not ſo much as they ought to be and muſt be, — I am thoroughly perſuaded, 


that I neither ſee, nor hate ſin, and its dreadful conſequences, ſo much as is 


abſolutely neceſſary, — I find myſelf {till lumbering, and unwilling to part wit, 


even my greateſt enemies, it is with reluctance that I can collect my ſcattered 
thoughts, to think of preparation for another world, —I know not, though ſtrang 
and healthy, when it may be my lot to leave this life, with all its enjoyments 

and pleaſures, and enter upon a new ſtate of exiſtence, — Yet this I cannos 
| r in view, fo much as I could i 
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| living God, to anſwer for the blood of thoſe of whom they took the ch 


. 47 5 
To the Revd. My * = Fon gory 4 


Revo. & Dran sun, 


4 , * 


1 am Wa Sirin your commendation of my conduct, (vis. of Tug 
ſor myſelf in religious matters;) and my ardent and fervent prayer is, that I max 
ever ſtudy. to deſerve it. — I confeſs that my views, reſpecting the miniſterial 
office, are much changed; your thoughts on this ſubject, in the firſt Letter I had 


the happineſs to receive from you, greatly helped to elucidate; (when lately 


reading it over.) Its importance has ſtruck my mind more ſenſibly than ever I 
perceived it before, (though at preſent I do not ſee it, in ĩts full and perfect light) 
and with you 1 muſt acknowledge that for the greatneſs of it, it might well fill 
the hands of the higheſt Arch-angel in Heaven. EE E 


I have often been led to wandes that there are ſo many, wha have PE 


any conſideration, aſſum'd this ſacred, and ſolemn office, and who are ſtiled by 


our Savious, the blind leaders of the blind, but what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing is, 
that they do not ſee their truly awful and tremenduous ſituation; dreadful indeed 
will it be for them. — Dreadful beyond deſcription, to fall into the FN as of the 


8e. 


a ECTS TO 91, 981 * 84 


The 1 1 n ie che more 4s 1 ee 1 Gone; in need of the Dinine 


aſitance, and bleſſing, i in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. O i | 


without this, what could I do for myſelf, RES: leſs if I were deſtitute of this, | 


how could T benefit others, which g I preſume the grand, and I was going, 5 | 4 | I 
ſay, only end of preaching the goſpel, — If I am convinced that God is a Spirit, - 

I cannot but draw the inference Which our SAVIOUR lays down, that therefore. | Thy A 
tkoſe that Worſnip him, muſt do it in Spirit and \g.truth, which man as à f os” : | 8 3 


creature can never do, except he be ee, by the Spirit of G0. 


au 


4 With you I humbly conceive (for Gon. knows, I have cauſe. enough, to. be 
humble) that Gov the Holy Spirit, has in ſome degree opened my eyes, yet as 1 
have ſaid before, not ſo much as Y mo of eee be, if Lam made an 


inheritor of the e | 2120/7 e ee its eee 


+ 


Cl 
1 Err et ade 


Eike Bartimeus I was born blind, and muſt continue ſo, *till the ſame Divine 


Phyſician, who reſtored his fight ſhall impart of his grace, and implant it in my 


heart, — I foiſee that if Gop enables me to hold om in the Chriſtian courſe, I 
ſhall be ſubje& to various and many temptations, aud like the poor beggar be bid 


to hold my peace, but may that make me, as it did him, cry the more 
5 vehemently, Jzsus thou Son of David have mere on me. K 


Wich affeionate regen, | 
I remain Dear: Sir, 8 K . 


London, Auguſt th, 1789. 127 25 5 15 5 A. 1 


N. Dran Fuizur, 5 


EL. i 8 4 8 23 
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= 2 was wih great and cant * 1 allure you, that I EE your 


_ laſt kind Letter, and I would gladly have anſwered it ſooner if I had not expected 
-* another from you. — For the future let me beg of you to drop all apologies; 1 
have as much reaſon to be aſhamed of myſelf, and I think greater than what you 
Have. Let us never content ourſelves merely wich conſeſſion of ſhame to each 
other; but let us prove our aſſertions, by turning our back upon our former 
follies, and reſolve, with the divine aſſiſtance, to withſtand ſin in its various 
colours, however alluring they may be. To which end let us keep Goo ever 
before our eyes, and when we find ourſelves ſtrongly tempted, (after having 
- implored his benediction,) our wiſeſt- courſe will be, to call to mind his 
omnipreſence, that though the fin we are going to commit, may in all probability 
be concealed from men, yet that Gop muſt take notice of it, and will, if 
_ repentance: does not enſue, one day bring us into Judgment * it, nn Barer 
expoſe us aten an aſſembled World. . |} | 


12 


. — 


in reed ſtorm that life may expoſe. us too. 


Remember to day 1 18 e but to-morrow you may be no-more, 


0 0 


IF my Letter vey been inſtrumental in giving, you in any eating a ſight of” 


yourſelf, no thanks to me, to Gov alone be all the glory of it. But need I tell! 
vou my dear Friend, that the knowledge and avoidance of that which is ſinful, 6; 


is not all that is neceſſary to ſalvation; ſill you are liable to that puniſhment, 5 


| which is reſerved for them that love not God. — Still you are ignorant of the 
one thing needful. — If your eyes are opened. even in the leaſt degree, what 
_ encouragement is there. for yOu, — It ſeems as an earneſt or pledge of future 


favours; embrace the happy omen, go to a throne. of grace, without any ſear of 


what is ſaid of you by your old acquaintance, plead earneſtly for pardon and 


mercy, and beg for a farther knowledge and fight of yourſelf, and for that 
ineſlimable bleſſing grace; that. ſhall Prepare you for a dying hour, how ſoon + 


' ſoever it may come, and for the happy enjoyment of God to all eternity, —- 


It was the poſſeſſion of this, that ſupported thouſands at the ſtake, and which will 
{till be the means of bringing many ſouls to glory. — I ſhould inſult your feelings 
in the higheſt degree, were I to aſk you, if you were not deſirous of enjoying 


chat happineſs, which the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, are now in poſſe ſſon 
of; yet ſuch alaſs is human nature, that it will not relinquiſh the fleeting vanitics - 
of life, for the inviſible, yet no leſs certain realities of another world. — Another St 
encouragement is, that no one has ever been known to apply to a throne of 
grace, with a ſenſe of his wants, and having faith in Gos, that he would beſtow 


on him ſpiritual bleſſings, who has been diſappointed in the end. — Can you x 


my friend any longer refiſt ſuch powerful motives, or be any longer blind to 
: your higheſt intereſt; what a pleaſure would it be for us to go hand in hand 
together in the ways of piety.— Surely we ſhall find her ways to be ways of 


pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace, — In renten W guar: a Rede W 1 


1 


7 + ow 


I. have too good an | opinion « of you to 775 that? you think all this pr 9 . 
No, I appeal to your own heart for its truth, why then procraſtination? * 


* * 
* 455 , y 4 


 Elincerely d thank vou for youp afſeftionats wiſhes, as it repeat, my future | 
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Office, WY you I am cn bie of its importanee, and ſenſible that unleſs the 
7g ng 770 Gob ent e me, I am not in the leaſt ee: for it, 


L's now my dear 4. conclude, recommending you. to the. Bietet of 
the ALMIGUTY. | 


1 a 
* 1 3 7 ” — oe * 


5 remain your fincere and affeftionate, &c, 


» vGrave Houſe Mile End, | 1 bv POE . = £ 4. 6G. 8. 
Osober 27th, 1788. 5 


. 1 To bis Father. 


| onna Sin, 


_ Sn 
— 


1 am afraid Sir, that your. views of me are too 8 it ae 1h 1 
feel ſomething of that joy which you mention, but not in that degree of it, which 
. intimate. — - The little experience, which I humbly truſt Lhave had, enforces 
our Saviours remark, viz,” Thoſe that follow the Lamb muſt» bear the croſs: 
And 1 am further convinced, no monar i is capable « of are, No without the 
1 of the enn W | 


# 
4 


Ts 


r (2:26 


When L maturely conſider my numergus, ay malicious enemies, nk take 
1 advantage which preſents itſelf againſt me, I ſtand. : aſtoniſhed, s have not 
1 2 lang ſince, WR victim to their fury — From this I ale e e 


HS Gr! 


ee and never r leave 1 me ve entirely, to myſelf, 


November as, . 1 A | „ 70 4 
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| Dean Uncur | 
32 kind Lauer Was 6 (conformable with t the potion you a had 


x - 
: ; * * 


formed) indeed raftic# unexpected, but not the leaſt anwelcome? on the contrary: "We 
permit. me to ſay that I am ſenſible of your kindneſs, and take this opportunity 
of returning you my thanks, for your laſt favour, and hope that you will fil 
continue your correſpondence, which promiſes fo fair for ſeaſonable hints for- 
my improvement, and in building me'up in our moſt holy faith. I have no doubt 
but what you have heard concerning me, has afforded you, my dear Aunt, and | 
all my Friends, real pleaſure; I hope Sir i it is not altogether without foundation, 
for I humbly hope, I ſhall have occaſion to bleſs-Gov to all eternity, for the? 
"kind providence that brought me here, — I moſt readily concur with you in + | 
What; you advance, concerning the Saints ſinal perſeverance, or the continuance - 
ofa work of grace where it is in the leaſt degree begun. The reflection of - 
this has often proved a ſource of comfort and encouragement to me, bein 
1 diſtrelled with unbelief, and caſt down by the temptations of Satan, and indeed, 

x this impertant truth, in its nature and tendency, ſeems calculated for ſuch a I 
b purpoſe, for conſidering the weak neſs and dreadful depravity of human nature, . _ © 
and the many enemies it has to encounter, it appears to me very difficult for a 

ſoul ſenſible of theſe things, and yet not perſuaded of the truth of this doctrine, 
to make any progreſs in the divine liſe, and as Mr. Nx wr oN — | 
- obſerves, in his Omicrons Letters, The oppoſers of this doctrine, were they 
1 thoroughly ſenſible of their ſtate and ſituation, upon a ſuppoſition that they 
| ſhould be able to prove it unſcriptural, and falſe, would weep over their Mo 
and be ſorry that a ſentiment, fo apparently ſuited to encourage, aud animate our 
hope, ſhould not be founded on truth. And yet, notwithſtanding all the 
glorious and gracious priviledges which this and other doctrines contain, how 
ungrateful am I for them; — Oh how ought I-to be aſhamed. that the love of 
Cuklsr is fo great to me, and mine to him ſo cold; — If this were nat the 
complaint of Go»y's people in general, I ſhould be inclined to give over all for 
loſt. But bleſſed be Gov, I truſt that this coldneſs of affection, and b; arrenneſs 
(if I may be allowed the expreſſion) of foul of which, I. complain, is a great 
inſtance of his mercy and goodneſs towards me. — That it is to give me to ſee * 
the dreadfu] depravity of my heart, and to keep me humble at the feet of Jesus. % 
And indeęd the more I reflect upon theſe obſtructions I meet with, the more, of © £ ll 
the. wiſdom. of Gon 1 ke i in appointing them, as iruniog. me 5 1 truſt for the: 


R 


Ay | 


® axiniſterial work, and 3 me to drop a word of coin fort and encouragement 
1 1 thoſe. who ſball bei in ſimilar circumſtances, — I am ſtill undetermin'd as to 
| my future ſituation, 1 think 1 can ay, it is the ſincere deſire of my heart, to 
follow the leadings of Providence i in this momentuous matter; but at preſent [ 
cannot diſcern any, yet nevertheleſs hope that ere long the day ſhall ſucceed the 
night, and diſpel my preſent darkneſs. — I have long foreſeen what you mention 
5 28 the attendar.t circumſtance of being faithful to my charge, when it ſhall pleaſe 
..Gop to call me into the miniſterial work; but to ſpeak the truth this never gave 
me, comparatively ſpeaking, any great concern, ſor of all difficulties which 
. tbe miniſterial character may meet with, this to me appears the leaſt, — Reproach 
5 and perſecution for the cauſe of Cur1sT, inſtead of damping the ſoul, tend to 
encreaſe its zeal, and cauſe it to rejoice, as being thought worthy to ſuffer, — 
And 1 moſt humbly truſt this will be my happy 977995 1 I mall be 
An. ſuch, circumſtances. 


- 
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o 1 J remain, Yours affectionately, &c. 
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. To his Brother. 


' My Dean Brortnyn, 


* 
8 F * 1 
WILT 7. 1945 . #= > 


152 EAR, I now truſt, in the beſt ſenſe. — Your Letter, and the one 1 
5 received from my Father, are good news indeed to me. — They both correſpond, 
you inform me that you are enabled to ſee a little of your ſtate, and he tells me 
vou are frequently on your knees; the one proves the ſincerity of the other, and 
therefore 1 doubt * but that the Loap has Bos 9 b hes of tn * 


N > 


Þ v 


ur” 
* 


:. . IO... © CF pQq -- 09 


Lv, 


© 533) 


your! heart, — Vou deſired me to pray for you, yes it God has enabled me to 40 


it for myſelf, I cannot; I will not forget you at a throne of grace, may Gov be 
graciouſly pleaſed to carry on that, which ſo ſtrongly appears to have been begun, 
and cauſe you to go on rejoicing in the way of the Logn, — What (I truſt) I 
have experienced myſelf, convinces me, that you will meet with many 
diſcouragements from the world without, and an heart' full of unbelief within. 


The former will endeavour to prevail with you, by its alluring proſpects of 


pleaſure, and by its threats of reproach, — If you are a ſteady follower of the 
Lamb, you muſt expect to be pointed at as a fool, and an enthuſiaſt, but dont be 


. -caſt down at this, but rather think it an honor to be thought worthy to ſuffer, 


and Gop will by and by enable you to hold up your head with ſongs of 
deliverance and joy : — Whilſt thoſe who now exerciſe their wit, in holding up 
to ridicule religion and its profeſſors, will hide their faces with-ſhame and 
-remorſe, — But, my dear Brother, theſe are not the'only: adverſaries you will 


have to ercounter, the worſt, the moſt deadly enemy, lies within, you cannot 
miſtake me, I mean the heart. — We are told in Scripture that it is“ Neceitfu! 


above all things and deſperately auicted; the moſt eminent of Saints now in glory, 


have found it ſo by bitter experience, and therefore I do not wonder that you 


complain of it as you do. Vour feelings ſeem to correſpond Wich mine, when 


Art (Itruff) Gos gave me toſce any thing of myſelf, L could not then perſuade 
myſelf that the Loxn was opening my eyes; many a time did I call myſelf ia - 


; fool and an enthuſiaſt, and fancied my feelings aroſe from a whim of my on; 


but upon a litile reflection 1 was comforted in the thought, that what I nee 


to be a whim of my own, agreed in a great meaſure, with What I had heard and 
read of the experience of many good men, when firſt brought to ſee any thing 


of themſelves; then it was that Gop was pleaſed to ſhine a little upon my ſoul, 
and I was enabled to ſee a little into the myſteries of 3 How far 


Four: experience may, as you advance in che divine life, agree with mine, J 
cannot ſay, as Gop has various ways. of bringing finners home to him; this only 
I will lay, that he will carry the work on in that manner which ſhall advance 


His own glory, and ultimately prove molt beneficial. to you. Would to Gps 


that all our Relations were made partakers of theſe bleſſings, which/will ſupport 


us even Whey. heart anfl fleſh me fail, and when we are N . to 5 | 


4 


ta 


prefence. of Comme 1 me to my dear Father, Mother, 
when, you write home, and ien to de, 


. Your dear, and. affetonate r Brother, 
„„ | VCC 1 rs 
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7 E more 1 reflect upon * W ſi ee 1 hon endo for- 
my W the ſtronger do I ſee my obligations to divine Grace, and the more 
enabled to rely upon it for the future, ſo that I e the Lee, we the 

late * Mr Hiar, and x,, „ „ 

Y _ © E-would praiſe him for all tha is-paſt; 

| And truſt him for all that's to come.“ | 2 

4 Would to Gop this were my ſtate of mind always, but alaſg! 11 is but very 
ſeldom I can find the energy of theſe words upon my heart, even then I can 
coldly aſſent to them. — I am ſtill undetermined as to my future fituation, nor 

can I now- fix any determinate time, when I can give am anſwer to your 
queſtion. — I am ſtill perplexed which way to take, a falſe ſtep, at ſuch a 
critical moment as the preſent, may be the cauſe of future unhappineſs to me 
through life, and render me uſeleſs in my miniſterial work, ſo important is the 
matter before me at preſent, that ſhort of an intereſt in Curr, nothing is of 
more conſequence to ue, — I know that you muſt feel for me thus circumſtanced, 
and will, I doubt not, ſtill continue your application at a throne of grace, — 
And for my own part, 1 have no doubt, if I am enabled to act in humble 
dependance upon God in this matter, that this darkneſs ſhall be eas. ** 
Aan, and that I thall be ES. to ſee. Fay! Way before mes -//: 


pit 23, 3 789. 
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your affection, and this is what 1 eſteem one of the happieſt circumſtances of 
my life, for, believe me, next to the love of my heavenly Father, the love and * 
affection of you and my dear Mother, are what I moſt value under Heaven; 
with ſuch ſenſations as theſe, it muſt doubtleſs give me great pain, to hear that be 
3 were en in 2 nem of e from me. . 


WS. 


I am PERCY at a loſs hc to anſwer to your commendation of my 
ſpirit, — —1 fear Sir you are much miſtaken, but ſuppoſing you are right, you took 
the moſt effettual means to deſtroy it, — There i is an old ſaying, which though ; 
rather coarſe i is very true, — It is, that every man has a tinder box in his breaſt, 


and 1 aſſure you, that what you ſaid proved a lighted I to mine. 4] ay 


Journey to, and from, Cambridge. — I cannot ſay that I met with any remarkable 


interpoſition of Providence, in my behalf, yet ſurely my Journey was full of 
mercies, and I might with propriety have made each mile-ſtone wy Ebenezer, 


x * have aig over it, bitherta bas * Gon helped me. 


HoxozED & Dear Six, 8 | ths. 
| | LO wp 


EC ara, Letter I receive from you increaſes that pleaſure I enjoy in 


At length the die is caſt; and that I miy no longer: koi) you or any of n ny The 
Friends in ſuſpence, 1 have, aſter a long, and, I truſt impartial inquiry, come to 7 
OE concluſion, which, as far as I know: myſelf, will be ultimate; — I now 
hs” myſelf a Diſſenter. — It is better to conceive, than deſcribe, the 
ſenſations 3 ny agitated ſtate of my mind, (particularly within theſe "ew weeks, 


3 


E 
While engaged upon this important ſubje&, and, on this account it 1s, J have | 
taken the liberty of poſtponing my anſwer to your laſt till to day, — Believe 
me, could I conſcientiouſly, I would enter the Eſtabliſhed Church, which muſt 
be allowed, is in ſome points, poſſeſſed of advantages ſuperior to thoſe the 
Diſſenting intereſt enjoys, but how far theſe are equal'd by privileges peculiar 
to the latter, from i inexperience, I am incapable of determining, — Be this as, 
may, Iam, I truſt, influenced by neither, — When I remember that this i important- 
ra of my life, muſt one day be examined by the heart ſearching, and rein 
trying Goo himſelf, and that then the motives for my preſent conduct will be 
- diſcloſed, before aſſembled worlds, I tremble at the thought, and am led to 
ſearch them more narrowly, that I may be clear in this matter in his fight, to 
avhom alone I am properly accountable for it, — But though I cannot enter the 
Eſtabliſhment myſelf, far be it from me to think hardly of thoſe evangelical 
miniſters that do: Gop, ſor wile ends, has cauſed his miniſtering ſervants to 
view things. of this nature differently, and I believe it would be as ſinful in- 
thoſe to refule ſubſcription, who can do it conſcientiouſly, and ſee the leadings 
of Divine Providence in ſo doing, as it would be in me to ſign that, which in 
my conſcience I did not believe, or promiſe to do thoſe things, which J had not 
the leaſt intention of performing. — With ſuch ſentiments as theſe, you will not 
-think me inconſiſtent in ſaying, that ſo far from my reſpect being diminiſhed for 
Mr. N, I feel it increaled, and every day Tee my obligations to him in a 
ſtronger light. — He has, I acknowledge with pleaſure, with a candour peculiar 
to himſelf, given me more light on the ſubject in which 1 was engaged, than I 
otherwiſe could have attained, and though I now differ from him, I defire to do 
it with the greateſt humility, - I had almoſt ſorgot to obſerve, that to vindicate 
Pr. 7 and Mr. G- from any unjuſt aſperſions, I think it my duty, to declare, 
| .that neither of them made ule of any influence whatſoever, to bias my mind to 
my preſent opinion, but that on the contrary, they have acted in this affair with | 
the greateſt honor and impartiality, — I doubt not but many when they hear of 
my preſent intention, will greatly blame me for it, and you for having ſent me 
Bere, to ſuch as know not what conſcience is, or are taken by outward 
appearances, Lam not in the leaſt ſurprized, I become an object of cenſure, but my 
adlear Father, 1 know you to well, to think for one moment, that you reproach 


1 


| Hall v we be 3 825 with che Lond, 5 | 


7 88 little more to 1 than to commend you and yours to that Gov, who 


can do abundantly, exceedingly more for us, than we can aſk or even think, — | 


That he may bleſs all your dear Ly with the one thing nents is * 
earneſt e of, 


_ Your affectionate Soak 


London, Sept. 15th, 1789. 5 N E 


1 1 um not at all ſurprized, that my Tuſpicions reſpecting the cenſures az 


t 57 9 e 5 
yourſelf with having done what you Bees in ſending me here: But on he 
contrary, when we reach our heavenly Father's happy home, and ſtrike our 
Golden Harps to the praiſes of our Emmanuel, we ſhall praiſe him with ecſtacy 


of j Joy, that he made you the inſtrument, and me the objekt, of his amazing love 
in this place. —0 glorious thought, when, ſhall that happy hour arrive, when 


3 


would be paſt both upon you and me, on my preſent determination being knowni”” 


ſhould ſo feon be veriſyed. — I aſſure you, though I would deſpiſe the reſpett 
of no perſon; yet I am totally unconcerned at the loſs of theirs, who cenſure 'me 


for not ſacrificing every right of honor and conſcience, to Intereſt and to what 


F 2 8 47 call Ben nee of e rn 


eber 19th 758. 
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5 gives me great concern to belt — i Rate of health, bit 


wk more to think, that a Lady endowed with ſo many amiable qualities as ſhe 
is, and ſo near che brink of eteraity, ſhould be deſtitute of the one thing 
| needful. — O Sir what a mercy, what a diſtinguiſhing bleſſing is it, to be 
poſſeſſed of this invaluable jewel: Without this the moſt conſummate virtue, 
5 without this the 87 riches, are ag dung and droſs, and 1 not only fo oor 


5 


; 1 4 ©. » 1 x 
: ( | 8 ) * 
* 


0 awfil contiteration) will 3 their poſſeors deeper into o everlaſting 
deſtruction, and make their cendemnation the more dreadful. — When we 
15 look around us and ſee ſo many in the broad road to deſtruftion, and wilfully 
blind, and if upon ſolid evidence we have reaſon to believe, we are plucked 
as brands from the burnings, what gratitude ſhould it excite, and what holy 
love ſhould it kindle in our breaſts towards. that Gos, Who hath n thus 
— with us. e . , 


bs —_—_ 


e Ob, 476. 
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| * DAR FälEN D, | —— a . 


Þ Tis ih io, I-now ſet down to anſwer your- laſt; which _ 
again reſum'd a correſpondence, of the continuance of which I confeſs, I had 
utterly deſpaired, but as I am happily diſappointed, I hope it will be the earneſt 
_  defire of your heart and mine, that it may anſwer the moſt valuable Free ä 
. and <a: — of much . to both me | 


- way I hope my dear Friend, that "T0 wrote you \ laſt, you kive 3 e | 
the one thing needful, that good Part that ſhall never be taken away; let me 
again aſſure you, from the little experience I have had, I am more convinced 
than ever, that this is the only ſolid good, you or I can ever poſſeſs, without 
this, honors, riches, and proſperity, are but dung and droſe, and with this, the 
pooreſt on earth, becomes immenſely rich, and the moſt miſerable in the world' 8 
eſteem, inconceivably happy! O to know this experimentally ! for nothing 
ort of a knowledge of this, can be called Religion. — May, Gov therefore 
grant it to both you and me, and give, us, to f feel of its divine influence upon 
our ſouls, that we may i ſhow. forth the fruits Of it it in our lives, to which end, I think . 


e attendance upon a goſpel miniſtry, cannot "be byfficiently commended, * 


Cay 


14incerely ſympathize with you, in the 3 you ineet t With in 64 

this, I know from experience, that buffetings and contempt for religion, is one 
ef the hiuereſt potions that human nature can take but your own obfervation 
on his is, nevertheleſs, very juſt, and F have no, doubt, if you continue to attend 
the; goſpel, the contempt and j Jeers, you ars thereby expoſed to, will appear but | 
a very ſmall thing to you: — To which I might add, that the manner in which 
CHRIST was treated when upon earth, is a grand ſource of encouragement to 
fs. — He "bore the hatred aud contradfction ef firlners, (amazing lobe) even 
àgainſt Himſelf; and not only ſo, ut all his diſciples, even the greateſt faiats; 
Followed him, their great Lesdbt and Lon b, in this reſpect alſo, and became 
even reputed ſools for his ſake, and'were expoſed to a thouſand hardſhips eben 


to death itſelf. — Thus therefore ye may ſee from the experience of all Gon „ 


people, and the. word of Gop, if, we do live godly, if we do follow the Laus: 
we muſt take up the Croſs, we muſt ſuffer perſecution, — —1 lincerely. thank you 
For your kind wiſhes and prayers on my behalf, in my future work, and I truſt 
as long as you remember yourſelf at a Throne of Grace, you will not forget me 
there, as every day « convinces me, that without the divine bleſſing on my future 
labours, they will prove totally ineffectual to the great end, for which I 
 fincetely and humbly truſt, I am now directed to the miniſtry. — My, reaſons | 

for not entering the eſtabliſnment ypÞuJhall have With pleaſure, together witk 
an account of my Journey to Cambridge, Wen hte be m 1 have in the 
E en a 6 EY 'F eee San 26 e an 
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| I ſhould ipologile ts you "Tor 5 long time your eder 3 unanſwered, 

but I hope you will excuſe it when I inform you, that the Dottor's late illneſs 
has occupied me not a little, and rather diſconcerted me. —He1s now at'Bath, 
and by the laſt accounts We had of him, we hear, bleſſed be Gop, he is much 170 
better, — Remember me to ene Friends, and believe me to be, | 


% 
+4 Tw% 


Yours moſt — 


1 


. Houſe Mile End, „ 
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i be een Falke. 
INT . Rudd 366 , vonarncyy mot word}, 

N U28"Moraleg I 1dok the opportunity en out with two wo 
fellow Students, and took the neceffary oaths for my qualification, as a 
Diſſenting Miniſter, which was Na d for my dul W and I projeies,, 
a SIX to the laws of this ape t FORAY e 


Hife. ats! 


| On Sunday the ah Inſane Hinds at 1 Dye about thizty- aufe from 
ee three times, and | found I truſt ſome degree of encouragement to 
proceed, from the liberty and happineſs, I enjoyed, eher e 
. Parts of the day. 11 178 b eg 1579 605 WY en l 20 clot beinen: 


Oh! that Go may go with me Rs bleſs the word be fhall pu zut in my mouth, 
to the good-of- immortal fouls, and if it ſhould had his witt 1 bleſs” NN Won, 
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1 4 dined with: Mr. Bu, WL ue gy to 3 probability, 1 "that 

6 ere again in this world, bat bleſſed be our Go, Death does not bound 
-our views, I truſt therefore to meet him in a better; how oſten ſhall we, before 
our time comes, be called to take leave of departing friends. But gloomy as 
it may appear to ſome, vet indeed. to a child of Gon, 2 it i d tripping, 
A happy moment. | Miles ot ing by eb then Sande 
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PON. a an: . a: 0 Letter, 7 ich I would , ave” 


FILL 


anſwered bone, (if Thad not been engaged i in bufineſs > Whick 1 could nof 1 well 


- 


"4 61 » 


tan 1 econ myfetf: — happy; in TOR a Clooni(ſpumditit from 
whom I hope to derive, both pleaſure and profit, and with hunk hutnility 

| 4- would add, that it is my earneſt prayer, that you may be equally benefited by 
dur future correſpondence. — May Gov ſmile upon our poor endeavours CY 
build up one another in our moſt holy faith, and grant us his divine bleſſing . 
in a all our undertakings, as far as s conliftent why his glory. . | 


id 


May that' intimacy which has vhs ſome es begur to take One ae Be 
Artie; no not even by death itſelf, but be encreaſed and ſtrengthened through 
mit world upon which we are juſt” entering, (and by which we are ſure of 

being treated with derifion, ſcorn, contempt and hatred, if we ſtedfaſſiy ſollow 
the Lamb, ) till we arrive at that t Kingdom of our Gop and our Father, Where 


trouble ſhall ceaſe to be, and we : ſhall be: mite irr the n of eternal love. 
11 Stine th 7 te 0 eee 


; My Gala ea the Charak, are not yet fixed. _ 12 f is my intention 
td read one or two books more on each ſide of the queſtion, and then moſt likely- 
the reſult will be my final determination. — Senſible of my own weakneſsmnd-' 
incapacity in this great matter, let me intreat your remembrance at a Throne : 
of Grace, that I may be guided into all truth, and enlightened with wiſdom : 
from above, — I ſuppoſe that at moſt, it will not be longer than fou or five : 
months, before I give my final anfwer. The acrount you gave me or your 0 
reception with Mr. R; gives me encouragement! to get introduced to him 
likewiſe, which I now mean to do Toon, In compliance with your defire, and 
in conformity to your example, I fhall freely give you my thoughts on the 
ſubjects you ſpeak of in your Letter. — Time, as you juſtly obſerve, is one of the 
maſt valuable things we, enjoy in the preſent ſtates — And if rightly: improved * 
will prove a laſting bleſſing, this is a truth chat will I believe be diſputed by 
few, but the queſtion which, nazurally reſults from this,.. viz. what may. be 
5 conſidered as rightly improving, our time, bas cauſed. many. diviſions: The 
attainment of human knowledge in a miniſterial character, is, certainly a very 
deſirable object, particularly when we reflect upon the infidelity. of the preſent L 
_ (ag, which is: riſing ta an alarming height, {thoſe dangerous ſentiments, an 
eat ſcepticiſm - which ate how publickly inculcated, require he vigerous 
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| nnn of learatd. men,) but it does not from hence ſollow that _ ourtitne 
N h he deveted to My bos Mia has 914 M06 .,0y1i126 035 10% 4 


* 


"LI ing) to ſpare for that purpoſe, — His Bible contains an inexhaultible fund 
for meditation, and I am perſuaded, that the more he ſtudies the more he will 
= perceive its beauty and excellency, but even his time cannot, all of i it, be devoted 
| | do this delightful, exerciſe, — I emporal ſtudies with him have their uſe, in 
| 2 _ ſubſerviency to his: ſpiritual, by this means his faith j in the divine Revelation i 1s 

ſtrengthened, and through grace he is enabled to adminiſter comfort to othergge- 
4 425 with pleaſure COND but the limits of my paper forbids it. | 


| 
eee 9 | Believe me to be Dear sin. 
2 


Grove Houſe Mile End, [25.4 +7 Your affeRtionate Friend, | 
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374 . 158 
M. Dran FarexD, 
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1% is nich Fry 4 by now: ** ae to SEW yours, of. the We ”y 
e, 1 moſt earneſtly pray that whilſt thus employed, Gop would graciouſly 
direct my heart and pen, to write thoſe things which are conſiſtent with his 
-OWN,V 
een ſubje& of your doubts. 
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. gives me che moſt heartfelt edits” to War! you are | Harty fl an 
e ede acquaintance evith your own heart, and in the Knowledge! of the 
* worth, and preciouſneſs of our dear Redeemer, — OH my dear Friend what 


"can be compared to this! Riches, H _— and Oy thing the world ca good, 
. 4 dung and 00 | | He 5 | 

4/3 6/6 to know 40 e of 0 ST, is A privelege indeed, 
een ee Ro profeſs it, and yet are ij 
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fnonant of it, — Tbisig'H eaves | 


Tue Got pel Minifteron the eontrary, will find: very little time eh | 


and that may tend in ſome meaſure, however inal it be, 0 Aneidgte | 


. 


ca) 


begun below, and one of — ſweeteſt foretaſtes of thoſe eveslaſting joys, we 


| ſhall enjoy at Gop's right hand, for evermore. — May Gop give each of us 


enlarged views of this glorious myſtery, . to feel more of the power of his 
Spirit upon our ſouls. | . | 


I muſt now proceed to anſwer your Letter, more particularly reſpecting the 


Eſtabliſhment. — Believe me, it is only at your own defire I now write on this 
ſubjeft, and that, I can truly affirm, not with an intention of biaſing your 


judgement, but, by my poor endeayours, to threw ſome little light on this 


matter, — I think it neceſſary again to premiſe this, to clear myſelf from that 


imputation which is caſt, and I fear ſometimes, but too Juſtly, on the 
Diſſenters, of an immoderate deſire of converting all to their way of a 
in what even they themſelves deem non-eſſential; therefore, my dear Friend, 

with peculiar pleaſure I join in your prayer, that bigotry, the nurſe of enmity | 


amatalt the brethren, may not reſt upon our ſinful hearts. — Reſpecting all the 
divine ordinances, I muſt join with you in ſaying, that they are in themſelves 


uſeleſs, but permit me to obſerve, that when they are commanded by Gop, they 


aſſume that importance, which ſhould conſtrain our moſt. punctual conformity 
to them, — On this account to reſolve your preſent doubts, to know what ares 


and what are not divine ordinances, you cannot do better than go to the fountain 


itſelf, I mean the New Teſtament. — There, and there only, is the origin of 


every ordinance we are bound to obſerve. — How far we may be permitted to 


| ſubmit to ordinances, confeffedly not divinely appointed, is a ſubje& I confeſs, 


on which I have not fully made up my mind, — To have a pious ſelection of 
Scripture reſpecting Church Government, &c. perhaps Lock's Common place | 


Book, would not be unneceſſary, where you will find him treat on this ſubject, 


under the head of Church Government, which you will find by looking at the 


Table of Contents and Index, — This Book I ſhould ſuppoſe, as it is a very | 
common one, you can procure at the Circulating Library at Cambridge, — TORS 


Were I to recommend any Book beſide the Scriptures on this ſubje&, it ſhould. 


be Newton's Apolegia, together with Dr. Mayo's Anſwer to it. In the firſtof 


theſe I think as much is ſaid: Wfavour of the Eſtabliſhment as poſſibly can be, and 
Mat I think with Ou appearance of TROY — The other is 1 confels rather. 


* 
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1 
too ſevere on Mr. N, but however upon the whele, well worth a diligent 
peruſal and attention. — If you cannot get a ſight of theſe at Cambridge, I will 

ſend them to you with pleaſure on the receipt of your next, as I have them by 
me. — I now haſten to give you my reaſons for declaring myſelf a Diſſenter, 
but 1 apprehend this will be far ſuperceded in the end by Mayo's treatiſe on 
| this ſubjeR, and on that account unneceſſary, however, as it is your defire that 
_ T ſhould let you have them, I acquieſce with pleafure, — As a little method in 
the arrangement of theſe, will aſſiſt my recollection, and prevent ſome degree of 
confuſion, it is my intention to place my reaſons for acting as I have done, into 
two claſſes. — In ſhewing, firſt my objeftions to entering the Church of 
England, and in the next place, my reaſons for joining the Diſſenters; but I 
perceive my paper prevents me from begining here, and therefore I muſt - 
poſtpone them till my next; — I carinot conclude without juſt mentioning the 
glorious privileges, as a Chriſtian you enjoy. — How happy for us my dear 
Friend that we have a Gov to guide and inſtruct us, that he has promiſed his 
Hoh Spirit ſhall guide us into all truth, — Let us then holdfaſt this bleſſed 
promiſe, and plead it with a humble confidence, at the throne of his grace, then 
Tam confident we ſhall not be ſent e away, that this may be the HAPPY 
lot of . of bby is _ er eee wt 
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My Dran FrIEND, 


Be IS p Since I wrote my laſt, I have been ſtrongly recommended Turner 
on riet religion, as that which throws great light on the ſubje& of Church 
Government, aud ſuperſedes . 0 1 tere. u dubklitutedit en 46 16 

: of the Common place Books e 4 1 
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But I muſt now ecbed to ſtate thoſe reaſons, which cnflcenes me in oinſ " 
a 0 the Diſſenters, in preference to conformity to the Eſtabliſhment, — By an 
extraordinary, and to me an unaccountable train of providences, which I eannot 
review without the greateſt aſtoniſhment, and grateful wonder, I was brought to 
this houſe; and here it was, I truſt that Gos gave me firſt to know the truth as 
it is in Irsus. — This, his work of Grace, he was pleaſed to carry on in a 
gradual manner in my heart; and whilſt he was thus opening my eyes, my 
| doubts alſo began, as to my entering the Eſtabliſhment. = Upon reading over the 
Articles, and finding there in that Tſhould be required to fizn the Homilies and 
Canons, prevjous to my ordination; I reſolved to read them over before 1 went 
to College, — When I had peruſed theſe and the common Prayer Book, with + 
ſome degree of attention, my doubts were greater than before, and I'was tilt 13 
more perplexed what courſe to take. — This arofe from my former prepoſſe ſſion 
in favour of the Church, for otherwiſe I am fully convinced, T ſhould have 
given way to my doubts immediately, and profeſſed myſelf a Diſſenter, without 
any longer ſufpence; but I blefs Gos this was the caſe, as on this account I had 
a a greater opportunity of judging deliberately, and now have the ſatisfaction of © _ 
thinking, that my late determination on this head, was not the effect of 'a 5 
momentary impulſe, but of a (painfully long) as well, I truſt, as an impartial 
examination. — The Homilies are truly excellent, but even theſe were not 
without exceptions, though I confeſs not of material importance. The Canons, 
however, I thought ſhocking to a degree, and. diſcover much of a: Spirit of 
tyranny and perſecution, fo ſtrongly, deprecated in the New Teſtament, and fo _ 
inconſiſtent with the character of a man g much more with that of a real chriſtian. 
Amongſt others, ſee Canons 2, g, 4, 5, ©, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 38. — To thele 
J underſtood I was to ſubſcribe my hearty approbation, and to all of them a ſolemn 
promiſe of my future conformity. — I was well aware that theſe canons were 
profeſſedly diſapproved of, for the moſt part of them, by the greater part of the 
clergy, as well as many obnoxious parts of the Liturgy, but I was equally ſenſible 
that this was no rule for me here, and therefore concluded my fafeſt courſe. 
would be to ſign nothing, which I did not really believe as to doctrine, or to 
* | © which I did not previouſly reſolve to conform, in point of practice. —1 thrbdar 
0 * * with ſuch ſentiments you mu], be ſenſible 1 n it nn 


«as : 


td ſign the Canons. = This then alone would forbid my ordination in the 
Church of England, but I found, I had likewiſe other objections equally ſtrong, 
I mean againſt many parts of the Common Prayer Book.— The firſt thing I would 
mention here, does not indeed ſo much ariſe from the Prayer Book, as the 
Corporation and Teſt Act, which has lately made ſo much noiſe; you I doubt 
not anticipate me here, and will perceive that the profanation of the Lon p's 
ſupper, to which miniſters in the Eſtabliſhment are compelled by the. Civil 
Power to ſubmit, is what I hint at. — Of all profanations the indiſcriminate 
admiſſion of all to the Loxy's Table, to me appears one of the moſt awful. 
It is urged here that they only are culpable, who partake unworthily, ſince the 
Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment are obliged to adminiſter it to all. — But according 
to the light in which I viewed this, I thought no obligation whatever, laid on 
me by man, would juſtify me in the ſight of Gov, in this matter, that my 
obedience to the law here, would be totally inconſiſtent with that liberty, with 
which (I truſted) CukIs r had made me free, and nothing leſs than ſinful.— 

I confeſs this had not that weight upon my mind then, that it has now; for I 
_ © preſumed that the Corporation and Teſt Act would have been repealed, the next 
timo it was brought forward in the Houſe of Commons, and conſequently that 
his my objection would be in part done away, long before I {could enter the 


. Eſtabliſhment. — The late deciſion of the Houſe of Commons on this ſubject 


4 do this, without a manifeſt breach of the ſub 


— however, ſhows how groundleſs my preſumption was, and any hopes of a repeal 
of the above Act for many years yet to come. — My next material objection, 
. aroſe from part of the ſervice in the Baptiſm of Infants, — Taking it for granted 
© that the term regeneration, does here in ſome places mean nothing more than 
_ Baptiſm, yet ſurely it never can in that part of this ſervice, where the Miniſter 
is directed to thank Goo, for having been pleaſed to regenerate the. infant 
baptized with his Holy Spirit. — This in me would be but a ſolemn mockery, 
as I utterly diſbelieve and truſt I ever ſhall, that any outward means whatever 
can effect regeneration, — I am ſenſible it is the practice of ſome to omit in the 
prayer I now refer to, the words Holy Spirit, and to affix their own ſenſe on 
the words, however contrary it may be; but for my ſelf I thought, I could never 
Eiptional oath, that would be 
* the next thing that ſtrikes me, 


required of me, — The Church Catechiſm, is 
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| as being very objectional. — To the ſecond queſtion « I7þg gave you aſe am? 


the Catechumen is to anſwer, My Gedfathers and Godmothers in my Baptiſm, wherein 


Jaa made a member of CHRIST, a Child of GOD and an inheritor of the Kingdom of 
Heaven,” — Theſe expreſſions to me appear too ſtrong to bear any other meaning 
than their literal one, and which all muſt naturally believe they imply; upon 


peruſing them, this will appear ſtill more evidently the deſign of this anſwer, if 
we obſerve how conformable it is with that part of the baptiſmal ſervice I noted 
above; — To this Catechiſm, as being part of the Common Prayer Book, I was 
unfeignedly to aſſent and conſent; and this was the Catechiſm I was, as directed 


in the rubric, to teach the children of the pariſh in which I ſhould be ſettled. — 


But how awful the thought to me, to ſubſcribe my ſolemn aſſent, to what in my 
conſcience I was convinced was totally falſe, and not only ſo, but engage at the 


ſame time to teach it to children, in whom. perhaps a more dangerous and 


de ſtructive error can never be inſtiled, — Beſides theſe, I had inſurmountable 


odjections to the Burial Service. — This ſervice, throughout the whole of it, is 
expreſſive of the ſtrongeſt confidence that the ſoul of the deceaſed is then in 1 
glory, — And 1 underſtood it was to be read, by the Miniſters of the 


Eſtabliſhment, over all, except thoſe who had died unbaptized, excommunicated, 


or ſelf murderers, — How many are there who come under neither of theſe 


characters, that are moſt profane and profligate perſons, — And yet over ſuch 


as theſe, the Miniſter of the Church of England, if he does expreſſly to the 
*eſtabliſhed Canons of the Church, to which he ſubſcribes, and thereby not  _ 
expoſe himſelf to expulſion from this Church; ; over theſe, I ſay, he is to bleſss 

Goo, for having taken their ſouls to himſelf, when he has the greateſt reaſon to 

fear, they are liſting up their eyes in torments, — I thought it would be wrong 
in me, to uſe ſuch ſtrong language as this, over any, except thoſe of whoſe real 
chriſtianity, I had not a little perſonal knowledge; much leſs could I think of 
uſing it it, over thoſe whom I never knew or ſaw in the whole courſe of my life; 


but leaſt of all over thoſe who had been noted for the infidelity, of their 
principles, or the profaneſs of cheir lives. — The laſt objections that I would 
mention here, are chiefly againſt the Service {or the goth, of January, and agth 


90 May. —1 am ſenſible it is not the buſineſs of a Chriſtian Miniſter to meddle 
5 with the affairs of the ſtate, but when he is called upon to give his approbation 
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of US itis n he ſhould examine into them and "FR, for pimſelt. —The 
moſt impartial hiſtorians give us but a very indifferent character of the whole of 
the Stuart's that ſat upon the britiſh Throne, particularly of the two Charles's, — 
Ine one is repreſented as a man of atyrnnical principles, by acting on which it was 
in a great meaſure owing, that he came to the Block, — He is ſuſpeRed likewiſe to 
have been little more than a Papiſt at the bottom, and is charged as the author 
of the Iriſh Maſſacre, of upwards of two hundred thouſand Proteſtants 
in Ireland. — On this account I thought the term ae Martyr, applied with an 
Ill grace to him, and the text's of Scripture refering to CurIsT and his ſufferings 
quoted in this ſervice, moſt ſhamefully abuſed, — As to Charles the 2d, it is 
well known, he was a man of very little if any religion, there have been few 
characters perhaps more immoral, or leſs ſerious than his. — And as to his 
Government, it was little better than a continued ſcene of the moſt treacherous 
diſſimulation, and acts of tyranny and injuſlice. — With ſuch ſentiments as theſe, 
I could not but object to the Service for the 29th of May, a day ſet a part by 
the Church, for the purpoſe of praiſing Gov, for reſtoring Charles the 2d, to 
the Britiſh Throne, which I thought was more as a judgment; particularly when 
I conſidered that it was under this reign, that two thouſand highly pious 
Miniſters were expelled from their Churches for non- conformity. — Theſe 
then my dear Friend, were my chief obje&ions to ſubſcription, and conſequently 
to entering the Eſtabliſhment. — I had many other objections, which I confeſs 
did not appear to me of that importance as the above. | 


Though a Diſſenter myſelf, believe me, I have not the leaſt defire in any 
reſpeli whatever, to influence your mind to be as I am; on the contrary, I wiſh, 
if you can enter the Eſtabliſhment conſcientiouſly, to do it, as I really believe 
there is a greater probability of uſefulneſs there, than amongſt the Diſſenters.— 
I hope you will not from hence conclude that I am diſguſted with my choice, 
No, I bleſs Gop I have done as I have, and daily ſee my reaſons for diſſent 
ſtrengthened and confirmed; and though once I deſired to enter the Church, on 
the account I above mentioned, yet I was convinced, and am now more fo than 
before, that conſcience i is not to be ſacrificed to any probability of uſefulneſs, 


J remain, yours _ ä . 
London, April 1790. 3 | fs A. G. te 
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remarks upon. the before mentioned awful Providence, I cannot conſent 
10 wit hold it from the Public; and hope the probability of its being 
made uſeſul, will be a ſu ficient polegy to the een 0 the liberl 8 


I have taten. 5 


* 
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From the Rev. Mr. Joſepb Gwennap, to Mr. J. G. gun 5 


Mr Dear Cous! Ny 


Yo: ER had 3 flow me ſooner on the awful innen and ten 1 


prodidence, of the removal of your dear Son, had I not waited to inform you 


of my having executed your orders, — I can therefore now no longer delay 


conſoltng you under the ſore bereaving ſtroke, — It is not for me to ſay, I have 
the feelings of a Father's heart under it, but my fond hopes were not a few, ' 


which are now laid in the duſt with him. — I will not aſk why? or wherefore® _ © 
Divine Sovereignty has a right, — And divine re&itude muſt do all things 2 
well. — Your Son was deſigned for the beſt of Services in this world; and we 
wiſhed to ſee him riſe, and become eminent in his work. — We hoped that all 
things were fitting him for it; and that in a future day, many would call him -- 
bleſſed, as the inſtrument choſen of Gov, to turn them from darkneſs to light.. F : 
But did we wiſh him higher honors? — This his God has called him to; and 
by brightening his laſt moments, has left us no doubt of it, — Would you have D 
your beloved one happy ? — He is fo, unſpeakably happy. — Would you wiſh 


for aſſurance of it ? = God hath granted i it, — In his providence he has ordered 


| that, not at a diſtance, but in your own houſe, he ſhall come and teſtify the 


holy triumphs of his Soul, in his laſt moments, — You have ſeen, dear Couſin 


- - the power of Divine Grace exhibited in your Son; and that he could chearfully 


leave an earthly, to go to an heavenly: Father. = He bids you not weep ſor 


him, nor mourn for his preferment, but rather to give diligence to make your 3 
calling and election ſure; to follow him with evidence and comfort, tio the _ 


1 70 ) 


right mocha. whither kei is gone, — I am ſure the world hath no balm truly 
to heal the wound you feel; tis only to be found in J=svs! and happy are 
thoſe loſſes that bring us to him, — The large vacuam you feel, in miſſing a 
dear creature comfort, were it ten thouſand times ten thouſand more than it is, 
J asus tan fill up; and more than fill, — He can make you ſay as a diſconſolate 
Parent (after ſore mourning for a time) ſaid, For what I have found in 
Cuxlsr, I could loſe a Son every day!“ May his conſolation be your's; and 
a deadly e be the means of living mercies to your whole houſehold. 


That you and yours may be a and followers of him that * 
gdne before, 1 is the 99 os of, | 
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Dear Couſin, Yours aſſectionatel, 


5 Septem r 12th, 1790. 1 7 1. G. 
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